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ADVERTISEMENT. 



These short Sermons were written in the 
hope of supplying a want in the religious 
literature of the day. There is a diflB.- 
Culty, which most parents must have felt, 
in finding readings for their children on the 
leading points of the Christian Faith, at 
once cheerful yet improving, solemn yet 
simple. As these Sermons appear to me to 
fulfil the requirements I mention, I have not 
hesitated to recommend their publication. 
The poetical cast of some of the thoughts 
and phrases will not, I think, be found an 
objection by those who are accustomed to 
deal with the minds of children. I am in- 
clined to believe, on the contrary, that some 
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4 ADVERTISEMENT. 

degree of imagery is necessary, or at least 
useful, in leading them to consider seriously 
the doctrines of their Faith. 

In the hope that these little Sermons may 
have this good effect, I commend them to 
the Divine blessing. 

W. P. 

The writer of the Sermons is the Author 
of the " Discipline of Life," and other works 
of fiction. 
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SERMON I. 



REMEMBER THY CREATOR. 



EoCLES. zii. 1. 
** Remember now thy Creatot." 

This is a great commandment. Unless we 
obey it there can be no hope for us in the 
next world, and therefore no happiness in 
this. Without it there can be nothing 
good ; for all that is good comes from God, 
and nothing is really good that is without 
Him. 

Since then this commandment is so good 
and so great, it is necessary that we should 
think much of it and study it. The oldest 
and the wisest cannot understand it Mly; 
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but the youngest can understand it in 
part. 

Now I think at first sight it seems a 
strange thing that such a command should 
be needful. I mean, it seems at first sight 
impossible that we should forget. All men 
know that they did not make themselves. 
AU men own in their hearts that God made 
them. All men know that they cannot keep 
their souls in life ; but that if the voice of 
God calls them to leave the world, they must 
obey. Yet still, though they know this, 
strange and yet certain it is, that most men 
go their ways, one to his farm, another to 
his merchandise, and God, the Creator and 
Giver of all, is forgotten. 

Let us look back to the very beginning of 
the world, and see how it was even in Para- 
dise. 

Adam and Eve were made pure, and per- 
fect, and happy. They were placed ia a 
spot chosen by God Himself, where neither 
sin nor sorrow touched them. All the crea- 
tion, the trees and flowers that blossomed, 
the birds and beasts that sported around 
them, were fresh from the hands of God, 
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and " very good." AU things spoke of God ; 
all things praised Him. Earth, was very- 
near to Heaven. 

Could there be a danger that in this place 
God should be forgotten ? 

It seems there was a danger; for it was 
God Himself who warned maa against it, 
and took care to guard him from it. 

Lest Adam and Eve should set their hearts 
on the things their eyes saw, and not on 
Him who gave them, — lest in the beauty 
around them they should forget their Crea- 
tor, better and brighter than aU, — God gave 
them a commandment to keep. And this 
commandment was not only spoken to them 
in words, but was set as a picture before their 
eyes. There was a tree standing in the midst 
of the garden — a good tree — a tree to be 
desired ; and yet they were not to touch it. 
The tree seemed to have a voice to speak 
to them and to say, "God is over all; He 
made you. He has power over you, He gives 
you all you have, and if it please Him, He 
can keep all from you, as He does this tree, 
Remember your Creator." 

You know well how the trial of Adam and 
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Eve ended. They did forget. They, the 
creatures of His hand, tried their power and 
wisdom against His. They thought they coidd 
break His commands, and not be miserable. 
TJiey forgot God! Truly therefore should 
we take heed, lest we forget. 

But let us look on. Men multiplied on 
the earth, and the inore they multiplied the 
more God was forgotten. At length one 
family only remembered Him. Then God 
showed His awful power over His creation, 
and destroyed it by a flood. 

The world began afresh. The family saved 
so wonderfully, and by^ God's peculiar care, 
in the ark, multiplied again, and spread over 
the earth. They knew, and could teach their 
children, and their children's children, what 
He had done. But did they do so ? Very 
shortly we read of a whole world of sinners, 
— Canaanites, Egyptians, Assyrians, all given 
up to worship idols; and God the Creator 
forgotten. When Abraham was called, there 
seem to have been few worshippers of the 
true God remaining. 

Then God took pity on His creatures. He 
knew that it was miserable for man to forget 
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Him ; so He chose Him out a pecuKar peo- 
ple, and set tliem apart, and showed them 
His power in wonderftd ways, that one nation 
at least might remember Him. And He 
gave them a Book written by the hand of 
His servant Moses, in which the history of 
the creation of the world was set down, that 
that people might know and be sure that by 
the word of God all things were made : that 
when He said "Let there be light," there 
was light. 

This chosen people were the children of 
Israel, or as we now call them, the Jews. 
Their history is very curious and very sad. 
It is the history of one long struggle between 
God and man, the people struggling to for- 
get God, and to escape from His presence ; 
and God mercifully struggling with them to 
force them to remember Him, promising 
every blessing earth can give, if only they 
would remember Him. You know some of 
this history now ; you will read it all here- 
after. From all take warning. 

Perhaps you have sometimes thought, — 
many have so thought before you, — ^if you 
had been in the place of your first parents 

B 



14 REMEMBER THY CREATOR. 

you would not have been so disobedient, -r— if 
you had been blessed and tried like the chil- 
dren of Israel, you would not, you could not 
haye so rebelled against God. It is possible 
you would not ; we cannot tell. Be not high- 
minded, but fear. 

Tour life is now calm and happy. You 
are taught to know God by your parents and 
teachers. The thought of God is brought 
constantly before you. You read His word, 
you worship in His house. Examine your- 
selyes now. If you forget Him now in these 
happy youthftil days, it is too possible you 
would haye forgotten Him then. 

Your life comes from God. He made you, 
body and soul. Do you always remember 
this P Do you give thanks to Him for the 
life He gives P Do you remember that you 
breathe, because He allows you to breathe ; 
and that if He took from you your breath, 
you would die ; and so, day by day, do you 
pray that His hand will guard you from 
danger ; and night after night, do you thank 
Him for keeping you alive P 

Do you remember that your food is from 
His hands P Man may provide it for you ; 
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man's labour may gain it for you; but it 
comes from Him. Do you remember, tbat if 
it pleased Him to shut the windows of hea- 
ven, to keep the sun from shining and the 
rain from falling, food would fail upon the 
earth, and the pains of thirst and hunger 
come upon youP Do you, I say, think of 
this? Do your eyes wait upon Him, and 
your hearts thank Him for the meat He 
gives in due season P 

Again, do you remember that He clothes 
you ; not only that He has made the flowers 
of the field, the skins of His creatures, and 
the labours of the tiny worms to provide 
your raiment ; but that He it is who inspires 
the hearts of men to find out these His secrets ; 
making some quick with the eye to see, and 
some quick with the hand to work P 

These are but a few things. God's power 
is almighty, and His good gifts so number- 
less, that we cannot sum them up; but if 
we think of these, and learn day by day to 
remember these, we shall have learnt a great 
thing. 

Whatever good thing we have, let us say, 
" God created it." Whatever beautiful 
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16 REMEMBER THY CREATOR. 

thing we see, let ufl remember " God created 
it." When we feel happy and healthy, 
life springing in onr limbs, and life beating 
in our hearts, let us feel, " God is our 
Creator; our life, our happy life is froia 
Him. He gave it; He preserves it; He 
can take it away.*' 

Learn to do this, and your life will be a 
happy one. If you remember God, your 
Creator, He will remember you. His crea- 
ture; and it will be His good pleasure to 
watch you from heaven, and pour down His 
blessings on your head. 



SERMON 11. 



REMEMBER THY CREATOR. 



EccLBS. ziu 1. 



** Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thon shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.' 



»> 



There is no time wlien it is not fitting to 
remember our Creator. Neither is there 
any time whien He will reftise our remem- 
brance^ however much we may have for- 
gotten Him, if only when at last we come 
to remember Him, we do remember Him 
truly. 

Still it is a very great risk to run if we 
say, " I cannot remember Him now ; I have 
so much to do, so much to enjoy ; but I will 
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18 REMEMBER THY CREATOR. 

remember Him hereafter/' It is, I say, a 
great risk, because wbo can tell when the 
sun goes down at night if ever he shall see 
another day ? 

Perhaps it is not very common among 
young children to say this. I do not think 
they are so ungrateftd as to say to God, who 
gives them life and joy, that they will not 
remember Him in their youth, but will wait 
to think of Him till life is fading away. 

I do not think they often say this, or even 
think it ; but there is another course which, 
though not quite so ungrateful, comes in the 
end to the same thing. They forget to re- 
member Him. They are thoughtless ; they 
think about their plays and their studies; 
their minds are full of plans of happiness, 
and they haye no time to think of Him. 
Every season comes round, bringing its 
stores of enjoyment; — ^frost and snow in 
winter, and Christmas gifts and stories ; 
spring with its flowers; and summer with 
its life in the open air. So the year goes 
round, and joys and hopes of this world fill 
their minds, and God is forgotten. 

I am afraid- this kind of forgetting is not 
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very uncommon, and I wish you to listen to 
the advice given in my text — given by one 
who well knew what he was saying. 

You know, I suppose, that the words, 
'* Bemember thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth,'* were spoken by the great King 
Solomon. But perhaps you do not know all 
the history of his speaking them. He was 
the wisest man that ever lived, because God 
gave him a peculiar gift of wisdom. He 
was also very rich — so rich that we are told 
silver was nothing thought of in his days. 
He was also very prosperous and powerful in 
every way. His wisdom and his riches, and 
the favour that God showed him for his 
father David's sake made him able to do 
whatever he pleased. 

But in his prosperity Solomon forgot to 
remember his Creator. It was the old sin. 
Adam and Eve in their happy Paradise 
forgot that they depended upon God, and 
Solomon in all his glory forgot it also. And 
what was the consequence? When a man 
forgets God, wisdom is nothing, riches 
and power are nothing. He becomes as a 
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fool, and falls into the same sins a fool 
miglit do. 

So it was with Solomon. He married a 
number of heathen women ; and though the 
wisest of men, he consented to be led by 
them, and his heart went astray after their 
gods; and then he became eyil, and he who 
had once chosen so wisely and so well, 
choosing wisdom before all things, sought 
for rest and happiness in the pleasures of 
this world. 

But he did not find the rest he sought — 
no one will. And when he was old, he 
came to himself; and he left a book of 
warning to all men, to tell them not to do as 
he had done. 

This book is called " Ecclesiastes,** or 
" The Preacher," It begins with these words, 
"Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.'* He 
means to say that, having tried all the 
worid's pleasures without God, he found 
them " vanity ;" or, as it may also be trans- 
lated, a lie, worth nothing, a false show of 
happiness. He then goes more into par- 
ticulars, and gives a kind of history of his 
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life. He says he tried mirth and laughter, 
and that was vanity ; and lie tried wisdom, 
and that was vanity; then he speaks of 
some of his employments ; " I made me great 
works ; I bnilded me houses ; I planted me 
vineyards : I made me gardens and orchards ; 
I got me servants and maidens ; also I had 
great possessions of great and small cattle 
above aU that were in Jerusalem before me ; 
I gathered me silver and gold; I got me 
men singers and women singers, and the 
delights of the sons of men, as musical in- 
struments, and that of all sorts ; and what- 
ever mine eyes desired I kept not from 
them, I withheld not my heart from any 

joy'." 

You see he tried all our pleasures and 
amusements to find happiness ; but still he 
ends by saying that he found aU " vanity," 
or a lie. 

There are many chapters in this book that 
say the same thing, but we cannot go through 
them all. Let us come to his solemn warn- 
ing, contained in the last chapter: "Re- 
member thy Creator in the days of thy 

1 Bccles. ii. 4—10. 
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youth, wliile the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, wherein thou shalt say, 
there is no pleasure in them." 

The evil days had come to him, when 
there was no pleasure in the world. Those 
things which, if we serve God, He gives us 
to add to our happiness, were nothing to 
him. He had tried them without God, and 
they had become bitter to him; his heart 
was miserable, and had no rest. 

His story is a great warning to all men ; 
and happy are they who can take heed to 
his history and listen to his words. Happy 
are they, I say, who can, for aU cannot. 

There are many who read this solemn 
counsel, "Remember thy Creator in. the 
days of thy youth," who cannot do it, for 
the days of their youth are past and gone, 
and in those days they forgot to remember 
Him. They may remember Him in their 
age. The evil days of the world may turn 
their hearts to Him ; and God is so merciful 
that He will cast out none who come to Him 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 
their Ufe is wasted and gone, and they can* 
not call it back. 
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But you to whom I speak can hear Solo- 
mon's voice, and follow his advice. Tou are 
yet in your youth ; the dew of the morning 
is shining upon you ; and you can make God 
your Mend before the evil days draw near. 

But you must not delay, not even for an 
hour. If you wish to remember Him in 
your youth and happiness ; if, counting up 
all His goodness and mercies to you, you 
wish to thank Him by giving Him your 
early service and the freshness of your 
hearts, you must do it now. In another 
place King Solomon has said, ''Boast not 
thyself of to-morrow, for thou canst not tell 
what a day may bring forth '." And even 
the youngest should consider this. 

Years come and go ; time passes swiftly ; 
new joys, new studies, fill up our hearts. 
Nothing is certain in this world, but that 
we must at last die, and our spirit return 
to Him who created it. When that hour 
comes, whether it come early or whether it 
come late, how happy shall we be if, having 
remembered Him in our youth, we find Him 
our Father and our Friend for ever ! 

* ProT. xxvii. L 
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CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE. 



John x. 4. 



" And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before 

them." 

We are told in the Collect for the second 
Sunday after Easter, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ came down from heaven for two great 
purposes ; 1st, to he a maHfice for sin, and 
2ndly, to give vs an ensampk of godly 
life. 

It is of the example of our Saviour that 
I wish to speak to you now. As we daily 
ought to thank Him for the first inestimable 
benefit, that is, for His dying for our sins, so 
also it should be our daily and hourly prayer 
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^^ that we may follow the blessed steps of His 
most holy life." 

When first we think of this, it almost 
seems as if the example of the Son of God 
must be too high and perfect, for us weak and 
sinftd children of earthto follow ; but if we 
examine His history, as left to us in the Gospels, 
we shall find that it is not so. The steps of 
His life on earth were so ordered that all, — 
high and low, rich and poor, young men and 
maidens, old men and children, kings and 
subjects, — all may follow Him if they will. 

For He came down from heaven to take 
our nature upon Him, to live as a man 
among men. He did not, like John the 
Baptist, hide Himself in the desert, but grew 
up a child subject to His parents in His 
earthly father's house. When He came 
forth to preach and to teach. He did not 
avoid the common haunts of men, but went 
to all who desired His presence, and suffered 
all who would to come to Him. He went 
about doing good. Sometimes we read of 
Him in the house of mourning, sometimes in 
the house of feasting ; sometimes we read of 
young children receiving His blessing in His 
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arms; sometimee of a sinful woman kneel- 
ing, and not forbidden, at His feet. 

It becomes therefore our boimden duty to 
watch His steps, to ponder upon them, and, 
as well as our great weakness wiU allow, to 
strive to follow Him. 

The words of the text teach us by a kind 
of parable how we best may learn to do this. 
Our Lord constantly speaks of us as His 
sheep, and Himself as our Shepherd. No 
better picture of His care for us, and watch- 
fulness over us, could be found. All who 
have lived in the country know how a shep- 
herd cares for his sheep ; how he knows the 
face of every one, though to a stranger they 
seem all alike; and how he cherishes the 
young lambs when the cold winds come 
which might harm them. 

It is not, however, of His care for His 
sheep that I am speaking now, but of His 
leading them. In our country when a shep- 
herd leads his sheep to pasture, I believe he 
generally drives them before him ; but it is 
said that in eastern countries, where our 
Saviour lived, shepherds walk before their 
sheep, certain that the eyes of their sheep 
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are fixed upon them, and that while they 
walk on the flock will follow. 

It is to this kind of shepherd that our 
Lord likens Himself in the text — "And 
when he putteth forth his own sheep," that 
is, brings them out of the fold, " he goeth 
before them." Let us try to make a picture 
of a shepherd so leading, and walking before 
his flock, remembering all the while that it 
is a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
ourselves. 

Let us suppose, first, that the shepherd 
leads his sheep, as the 23rd Psalm says, 
" into green pastures and by still waters." 
Perhaps the green grass tempts the sheep 
to wander; perhaps the clear brook makes 
them wish to slake their thirst. But they 
are not sure whether it is good for them to 
stand still and rest, and so they look forward 
to ask what they may do. If their shepherd 
has paused, then they know that they may 
pause also, and wander as they wish ; but 
if he walks on, they know they must not 
stay ; though the clear water and the green 
meadow tempt them, they must not stay, 
no not for a moment. 

c2 



28 CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE. 

And now to change the picture. The 
green fields are left behind, and they come 
to miry ways and muddy waters ; and before 
them there is a steep hill, and the path 
upon the hill is stony and hard. The sheep 
are weary and distressed ; they desire to turn 
back; they are weary of the present, and 
they are yet more afraid of what Ues before 
them. 

Sut while their hearts thus sink and 
tremble, they look forward; they fix their 
eyes on their shepherd. They know that 
whatever they feel he feels also, and there- 
fore his example can guide and strengthen 
them. They see him still pursuing his way, 
steady and undismayed. His feet perhaps 
are weary as well as theirs, and sharp stones 
have cut them, and the burning sun is beat- 
ing on his head; but none of these things 
move him; he walks on; and the sheep 
know well that where he walks there they 
can follow. 

It is not very hard to apply this picture 
to ourselves ; but it requires study, and 
thought, and prayer. We must study the 
history of our Saviour's daily life, as we find 
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it written for our instruction in the four 
Gospels. We must think upon it day and 
night, pondering upon His obedience, His 
patience, His humility, His mercy, and com- 
passion; and then we must pray for grace 
to follow Him. 

"We shall find, if we read with care&l 
study, that there are no events in our life, 
wheiher small or great, in which we may 
not be guided by the example of our Lord. 

I will mention a very few, and chiefly 
small things, for it is not often in early 
youth that great temptations come. 

Perhaps from the circumstances of your 
earthly station, you are tempted to think too 
much of the enjoyments of this world, of 
those things which the Catechism calls pomps 
and vanities. Perhaps you like ease and 
idleness, and to have many waiting upon 
you; perhaps you care for dress and orna- 
ment ; perhaps you are particular about your 
food. If any of these be the case, think 
first of the lowly lot in which it pleased our 
Lord to be bom ; and then read and consider 
well His temptations in the wildemess. He 
was there tempted by the pride of life, by 

c3 
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dazzling shows of this world's glory ; but He 
cast them aside. Pray that you may do 
likewise. 

Perhaps your temptation is pride and 
vanity. Bich and poor alike are tempted by 
these great faults. Perhaps you too much 
like to be noticed ; to have what you do well 
remarked upon and admired. Perhaps this 
wish for notice makes you jealous and en- 
vious if others are more praised than you. 
If this be so, think how for thirty years of 
His life on earth, our Lord hid His power 
and glory from the eyes of men ; how He 
was content to be a poor man, working no 
miracles, doing no wonderftd deeds, asking 
for no notice or praise ; — think well of this, 
and strive to follow Him. 

If you are soon angry, if you cannot bear 
to be laughed at or contradicted, think of 
Him who, "when He was reviled, reviled 
not again.*' If you find it hard to be obe- 
dient to those set over you, think of the Son 
of God subject to His earthly parents. If in 
illness, in pain, in any trouble, or disap- 
pointment, or sorrow, you find it difficult to 
be patient, think of Him who bore all our 
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infirmities and sicknesses, and Whose prayer 
was " not My will but Thine be done." 

You must try to find out other examples 
for yourselves. I will come to the last of 
aU. 

When our life, whether it be long or 
whether it be short, is passed, the hour will 
come when we must die. To die is an awftd 
thought ; but for us, for all who fix their 
eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ, the terror is 
taken away. He passed through the grave 
and gate of death, and He has left a light 
shining there. He lay down, and rose 
again ; and so shall we do also. 

If in our lifetime we have followed Him as 
our Shepherd, He will lead us, even to the 
end; and when our last hour draws near 
we shall be able to say, "Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil ; for Thou art with me ; 
Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me \^ 

1 Ps. xxiii. 4. 
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PRAYER. 



Matt. viL 7* 
" Ask, and it shall be given you.'' 

These words are among the earliest we are 
taught. We hear them so often, and learn 
them so early, that I think we are apt to 
OTerlook their wonderftd meaning, — ^to pass 
by the fulness and greatness of the promise 
they contain. 

It is our Lord who speaks. He invites us 
to pray; and the promise and encourage- 
ment He gives us is, that whatever we ask we 
shall receive, 

Now, surely I am right in saying that 
we overlook the greatness o^the promise in 
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these words, for if we did fiilly believe it, 
surely we should not be so careless as we 
are, so soon tired, so wandering and indif- 
ferent while we pray. Man has many wants : 
it seems an easy task to ask only and have 
these wants supplied ; surely we do not fully 
believe, or we should be more ready to pray. 

No doubt it is a wonderftd promise. The 
more we think the more wonderful it seems. 
That God, Who made the heavens and the 
earth. Who guides the sun and stars. Who 
rules kingdoms, Who governs the affairs of 
all nations on the globe, should still be ready 
and waiting to hear the prayer of every man, 
woman, and child who comes to Him: to 
listen to their simplest and commonest wants ; 
it is so great a promise, so wonderful and 
merciftd an idea, that nothing but His word 
could make us bold enough to believe it. 
But He has spoken, and no more doubt is 
left. **Ask, and it shall be given you." 
" Pray to thy Father in secret." To Him: 
nothing is little or great. He counts the 
hairs of our heads, and knows when a spar- 
row f alls«^ 

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne 
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of grs^e, and pray for help in every time of 
need. 

There is, however, one thing to be remem- 
bered. God is wise, and man is ignorant. 
God is om* Father, and we are His children. 
As a wise and loving Father, He will not 
give His children what wiU do them harm. 
Our prayers, if they are good and faithful 
prayers, will be heard: we are certain of 
that ; but we are blind and weak, and often 
know not what we ask. If it be possible, if 
it be for our good, we shall have that very 
thing for which we prayed; if not, some 
better thing will be given us instead. God 
is our Father. Let us trust Him. 

I will point out to you remarkable in- 
stances of prayers granted, and prayers de- 
nied in the case of the Prophet Elijah. This 
Prophet asked great things of God. He 
asked that it might not rain for three years ; 
and it did not rain. Then he asked for 
rain ; and it rained. He asked for the life 
of a dead child ; and it was given him. He 
asked for fire from heaven ; and it came. 

Yet we read also that a prayer of thig 
Prophet was denied. Once, wearied out with 
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persecution, he threw himself down under a 
tree, and requested that he might die. This 
Prophet who prayed to die was the very 
man to whom it was granted to see no death, 
but to go aKve to heaven. If we reflect on 
this, I think we shall see how merciful it is 
that Q-od, Who is all-wise, sometimes denies 
our prayers. 

Let us now consider a little this duty of 
prayer. First, how we should pray, and 
then, secondly, for what we may pray. 

Our Lord gives us some rules which wiU 
help us to pray rightly! I will mention 
three of them. 

First, He says, " Whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my Name, that will I do \'* We must 
then approach the throne of God with all 
humility, making our requests "through 
Jesus Christ our Lord,'* who died to open 
for us the gates of the kingdom of heaven. 
We are all sinful, young and old alike ; we 
all follow too much the desires of our own 
hearts, forgetting to think of God, disobeying 
His commands ; but we have One in heaven 
who is making intercession for us; if we 

^ John ziT. 13. 
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come to Him and pray in His name, and as 
His baptized children, we need not be afraid. 
For His sake God will give pardon for the 
past, and grace and help for all our need. 

A second rule is, "Whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer believing, ye shall receive*." 
We must not then approach with a doubting 
mind. We must believe that God is all- 
powerfiil, fiill of wisdom, and every where 
present. We must also believe that He is 
full of love, willing to give more than we 
desire or deserve. We must say, " Our 
Father which art in heaven." Our Father, 
therefore loving us as His children, ready to 
help us as an earthly father is ready to help 
his child. In heaven, therefore almighty to 
rule and govern all things. When we pray, 
therefore, we should try to have great and 
high thoughts of God. We cannot think 
too much of His power, nor yet too much of 
His love. 

A third rule is, " that men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint'." Perseverance 
is a duty always. No good thing, no know- 
ledge, no good habits can be won without it. 

2 Matt. xxi. 22. . a i,^^q ^^^^ i^ 
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Our Lord tells us that it is especially needful 
in prayer. We must not soon faint, that is, 
soonbetired. If our prayer is not granted 
at once, we must not think He does not hear. 
The Syro-Phoenician woman, whose daughter 
was sick, prayed on and on, till she won her 
request at last. Our Lord in His agony 
prayed three times, saying the same words. 
These things are written for our learning. 
Let us pray on and never be tired, knowing 
as we do that our Father in heaven hears us, 
and in His own good time, when it is good 
for us, will give us what we desire. The 
trees and flowers do not grow in a day, but 
hour after hour, looking up to heaven, re- 
ceive the sunshine and the rain according 
to their need. So let it be with our 
prayers. 

And now with respect to the subject of 
our prayers. What are those things for 
which we may pray? The answer to this 
question is very simple and very encou- 
raging. St. Paul tells us to pray " in time 
of need ;" for whatever thing therefore that 
we want. Our Lord says in the verse I 
quoted just now, and in many others, 

D 
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" Whatsoever ye ask." There is no limit. 
All things^ that is, all good things, all good 
requests, may be made known to God. 

Let us pray, first, for the things that 
belong to our eternal peace. We are certain 
these requests are good ; we may be certain, 
therefore, that they will be granted. Let 
us pray for pardon for our past sins, and 
help for days to come, — for power to love 
God more, for strength to serve Him better, 
— for grace to keep the vow of our baptism, 
and for the will and desire to submit our 
wills to His. Let us pray for faith and 
charity, and truth and patience, and what- 
ever other virtue we want. Our needs are 
many and great. The more we pray, the 
more we shall feel them. The more we feel 
them, the better God is pleased; and He 
will hear our prayer and help us. 

Then let us pray for our earthly and 
bodily wants. We camiot be so certain 
these are for our good; but we must ask 
them of God, and His wisdom will give what 
is best. We may ask all that we need to 
keep us alive, all that we need to keep us in 
health, all that we need to make us happy. 
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If we have any fear we may bring it before 
Ood, and pray Him to save us from it, if it 
"be His will. K we have any strong wish we 
may make it known to Him, and pray Him 
to grant it if it be good. Ask, and it shall 
be given you. It pleases God to hear His 
children pray, and it pleases Him to grant 
them their desires. 

So &.r for ourselves. Sut there is another 
duty of prayer, and none are so young that 
they are not required to remember it. This 
duly is interZion, or prayer for others. It 
must never be forgotten. " No good heart,'* 
Bishop Hall says, "can be happy alone,*' 
and no good heart can desire good things 
for itself without desiring them also for 
others. What we ask for ourselves, let us 
then ask for those who are dear to us. 
" Our Father.'* Let us remember that word 
Our. 

But intercession goes far beyond this. It 
is the expression of a love that has no 
limits and no bounds. It begins in our 
own homes, but it spreads out into all the 
world. 

We must pray for the rich and the poor, 

d2 
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for the sick and the suffermg, for the glad 
that they may be sober, for the sorrowful 
that they may be comforted. We must pray 
for our Queen, and all who bear the heavy 
burden of power ; for our own country and 
all the world. We must pray for the Church 
of our own land, and the universal Church 
through all lands. We must pray for the 
ungodly who forget God, and for those who 
yet sit in darkness, and know Him not. 

It may sometimes seem that one young 
voice is too low to be heard for such great 
things. What can a child do, it may seem, 
for the Church of God P But let us remem- 
ber this. Many holy persons, young and 
old, are asking for the same blessings as we 
are, and their prayers meet together like 
drops of water in the sea, and in one mighty 
voice go up to the throne of God. None are 
too young, none too low to send forth their 
precious drops into that sea. None too 
young, none too lowly, — only let their 
prayers be faithful prayers. It is a thought 
that will help to make us good, that the 
better we are, the more readily God wiU 
incline His ear and hear our intercessions. 
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These are a few thoughts out of many on 
this great duty of Prayer. Think of them ; 
make it your study to pray. Let your eyes 
wait upon the Lord your God, beKeving 
that His hand is ever open to supply your 
needs, and be sure you will not wait in 
vain. 
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FAITH. 



Heb. zi. 8. 

'' By &ith Abraham, when he was called to go oat into a 
place which he should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went." 

The chapter from wMcli this text is taken 
contains a list of all those persons men- 
tioned in the Bible who were most remark- 
able for faith. Among these Abraham was 
the chief. 

Now what is this virtue called faith, of 
which so much is said here and in other 
places of the Bible, and which is always 
spoken of as so great and good a thing P 
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The first verse of this same chapter tells 
us what it is. " Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen;*' that is, in other words, faith 
gives us what we hope for before our hands 
can touch it, and makes present to our sight 
that which our eyes cannot see. 

We shall more perfectly understand the 
meaning of the words if we consider well 
some particulars in the conduct of Abraham. 
He was so remarkable for the practice of 
this virtue that he was called the Father of 
the Faithful; and we are told again and 
again of the rewards won by his faith for 
himself and his children. 

Two occasions on which this great duty 
and virtue was shown, have been selected 
from the life of Abraham to be mentioned in 
this chapter of the Hebrews. They are the 
two greatest of all; the sacrifice of his 
country, and the sacrifice of his son Isaac. 

It is to the first of these that I now wish 
to turn your attention. There were par- 
ticular circumstances in the sacrifice of his 
Bon, which make us less able to take that 
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for an example^ except so far as it was an 
example of perfect obedience. 

" By faith," says the writer of the epistle, 
"Abraham when he was called went out, 
not knowing whither he went." 

In the 12th chapter of Genesis we read 
of the manner in which he was called. 
"Now the Lord had said unto Abraham, 
Get thee out of thy coimtry, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a 
land that I will show thee ; and I will make 
of thee a great nation." 

This, then, was the Call of Abraham : — ^the 
voice of God came to him, and suddenly 
desired him to be gone from his house, and 
his family, and his own country. He was 
desired to forsake these, and to go into an 
unknown land, so tmknown that he knew 
not whither he went. He was to go amongst 
strangers, possibly enemies, and to make his 
dwelling in a land where he had not so 
much as a rood of ground on which to pitch 
his tent. And the reason for his going was 
yet more extraordinary. He was to go, that 
in this unknown land he might become a 
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great nation. It was to be giTen to his 
children as an inheritance. To his children^ 
and he was ah*eady an old man, and he had 
no child. 

Can we not fancy that some^ and some, 
perhaps, in a certain way, wise men, who 
saw him preparing to obey, must have called 
him mad ? They would have given him as 
it might have seemed good advice. They 
would have told him that he was leaving 
certain things for micertain, real possessions 
for a vain fancy. But on Abraham's part we 
read of no doubt, no murmurings. He was 
called to go, and he went. 

This was faith. He believed the promises 

of God so firmly and so ftiUy, that though 

they were afar off, it was as if his eyes 

beheld them. He saw the land, he saw the 

great nation of which he was to be the head. 

And we are told by our Lord Himself, that 

he saw that One among his descendants, in 

whom all the families of the earth were to 

be blessed. "Your father Abraham," He 

says to the Jews, "saw My day, and was 

glad.'; 

This virtue of faith is a very high and 
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noble virtue. It is sometimes shown in 
earthly things, and whenever we read or 
hear of it, we admire it. All men feel that 
there is something great in the mind wMch 
can sacrifice present joy to a distant hope 
which they do not see. 

When we read of Jacob serving Laban 
for seven long years, in the hope of winning 
Bachel for his wife, we admire him. He 
showed faith, or a part of faith, constancy. 
He thought nothing of the long waiting, 
nothing of the toil and trouble he had to 
bear, because his eyes were fixed on the 
good reward that was in store for him. 

Again : it is somewhere told of one of a 
fallen family, that he set before his eyes the 
hope of winning back by his labour and ex- 
ertion a lost inheritance, — ^for the sake of this 
hope giving up good things, which he might 
have enjoyed, and renouncing pleasures, 
which his companions freely took. This, 
too, is a kind of faith, and we feel that there 
must be something great in the character 
which can wait so long. 

These are earthly examples, and faith of 
this kind can only have earthly rewards. 
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The faith to which we are called, and to 
which Grod has promised eternal life, is 
higher than this. 

It is to believe in that God whom we do 
not see, — ^to listen to His voice which we 
cannot now hear, — to live in His presence, 
whom clouds and darkness hide from us. It 
is to believe His word so ftdly, to trust His 
wisdom so perfectly, that whenever He says, 
" Thou shalt not do this thing,*' we do not 
do it ; not, though like the Tree of Know- 
ledge, it seems a good thing, and a thing to 
be desired to make us wise. It is to live in 
this world as a traveller from a far country, 
having our eyes fixed on the home which 
He has promised, but which we have not 
seen, nor in this body ever can see. 

This is faith: and "without faith," the 
same chapter says, " it is impossible to please 
God." 

It becomes, therefore, a serious question 
to ask ourselves. Have we in any degree a 
faith like this? Ask it each one of your 
own selves. You cannot show it as Abra- 
ham did, by forsaking his coimtry ; no such 
command has been given to you; nor yet 
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can you show it as Moses and the children 
of Israel did, by walking when God so or- 
dered it, through the midst of the sea ; but 
if you have faith, you must, and can, and do 
show it every day of your lives. 

It does not need a great action to show 
faith. Grod looks at the heart ; and a faith- 
ful heart can make a small action great, as 
the want of it makes many great actions in 
His sight small. 

I will mention some very small things in 
which faith can be shown — such things as 
every day may bring forth. 

One is a prayer of faith. If in any disap- 
pointment, trial, or pain ; — if in struggling 
against some fault your efforts cannot 
mend ; — if when anxious for the fulfilment 
of a strong wish, something longed for, 
but uncertain ; — if ever at such times you 
kneel down alone to ask for help from God — 
you show faith. That lonely prayer is an 
act of faith, for it shows you believe you 
have a Father in heaven — One merciftd, and 
willing to help you — One powerful, and able 
to help you. That trust in God shows a 
faithful heart, and it will not lose its re- 
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ward, for "the Lord's delight is in them 
that trust in Him." 

Again : if when present in the house of 
God you try to order your inward thoughts 
with the same care with which, to please 
your earthly guardians, you order your out- 
ward behaviour, — if you remember that God 
sees the least wanderings of the mind, as 
they see the wanderings of the eyes, — ^and 
guard your mind and fancy accordingly, — 
then you show faith in His all-seeing and 
ever watchfiil eye; and blessed are those 
that keep their hearts pure in His sight, for 
they shall see God. 

Once more : if ever secretly and silently 
you deny yourself something on which your 
mind is set, that you may give to the poor, 
remembering that God has said, " He that 
hath pity on the poor lendeth to the Lord," 
then you show faith in Him. You give up 
a pleasure that your eye has seen, for the 
sake of your Master and Lord, whom you 
cannot see. What you have done, none 
perhaps but God will know; but He that 
seeth in secret will reward you openly. 

I will only add this one other thing. If 

£ 
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you bear pain of body or mind, — some small 
discomfort or weariness, — some dread of 
being forgotten or overlooked, — ^if you bear 
such things without complaint, not because 
you are ashamed to complain, but because 
you remember the life and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who took upon Himself 
the form of a servant for our sakes, — ^then 
you show faith, such as Moses did, who 
" endured as seeing Him who is invisible." 

If after examining yourself, you find that 
you have little of this faith, then pray, 
** Lord, help mine unbelief." If you find 
you have it in a degree, then pray for more, 
saying with the disciples, "Lord, increase 
our faith." Open your eyes and look up 
into the wondrous things of the invisible 
world, and strive to see Him whose eye is 
ever upon you. 
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THE TWO SIDES. 



ExoD. zxxiL 26, 27* 

« Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, 
Who is on the Lord's side? let him come unto me. 
And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together 
unto him. And he said unto them, Thus stuth the Lord 
Grod of Israel, Put every man his sword hy his side, and 
go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and 
slay every man his brother, and every man his compa- 
nion, and every man his neighbour.' 
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The occasion on which these words were 
spoken was this. Moses went up into the 
mount, to receive the tables of the com- 
mandments from God. He was hidden from 
the sight of the children of Israel for forty 
days and forty nights. They began to de- 

e2 
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spair of his return to them; and, being 
always very weals: in faith, and trusting 
only to what they saw with their eyes, they 
prayed Aaron to make them gods to go 
before them. He agreed to their wish, and 
the golden calf was made and set up. 

When Moses, on his return, came near 
the camp, he heard the noise of music and 
dancing, and, in a short time, found that 
a feast was being held in honour of the 
golden calf. In his anger, he cast down 
the tables and broke them, and it was then 
that he spoke the words of the text. 

It was a hard task to which he called the 
people. Moses said, " Who is on the Lord's 
side?" and each one who answered "I" 
became the destroyer of his brethren. It 
was an awftd thing to be, but Moses spoke 
the words for God, and what God commands 
must be done. 

All the children of Levi, we read, obeyed 
the call. It was a hard task, but it was 
their duty, and without murmuring they 
obeyed. The honour of God was dearer to 
them than the ties of kindred, and the de- 
sire to do Him honour gave them strength. 
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Now is there any tiling that we can imi- 
tate in the conduct of the sons of LeviP 
Is their example one that we can follow ? 

Undoubtedly we can. Our duty is the 
same as theirs. The cry of Moses, "Who 
is on the Lord's side?" is still sounding 
through the world, and we must hear and 
answer it. We too must fight for God; 
not now with earthly swords, for under the 
gospel of mercy " the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal'," that is, are not of flesh, 
are not seen ; but we must take the sword 
of the Spirit, and the shield of faith, and 
the breastplate of righteousness, and be 
mighty in doing His work in the world. 

You know what it is to be enlisted in the 
army. We are enlisted in our infancy. 
At our baptism we are signed with the sign 
of the cross to be Christ's faithful soldiers. 
You know what it is for an army to have 
a banner. We, at our baptism, give our- 
selves to Christ, to fight manftdly under 
His banner, the cross. Here is the army 
and the banner, and the Captain tmder 

» 2 Cor. X. 4. 
E 3 
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whom we serve is our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the Epistle to the Hebrews, He is called 
by this very name, " the captain of our sal- 
vation *.*' 

St. Paul speaks of our being soldiers 
again and again. In one epistle, he says, 
" Fight the good fight of faith ;" in another, 
he describes every part of the armour we 
must wear ; in another, writing to Timothy, 
he exhorts him to be " a good soldier of 
Christ." 

These words, and the idea adopted in the 
Baptismal Service must have some great 
meaning. They must contain a truth it is 
very important we should understand. Let 
TIB try and see what it is. 

On every side, around and about us in 
the world, we see the signs of a fight^ an 
opposition of two principles. We see it in 
others ; we feel it in ourselves. In every 
thing there is a right and a wrong way. 
There are two gates, the strait and the wide ; 
two paths, the broad and the narrow; two 
masters, God and mammon. There are two 
sides, and, in fact, only these two. The one 

» Heb. ii. 10. 
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is the side of our Lord Jesus Christy the 
Captain of our salvation, who calls us to 
follow Him, through the strait gate and the 
narrow way, to the land of righteousness. 
The other, is the side of the enemy of God, 
Satan, the devil, who entices us to foljow 
him along the broad way that leads to 
death. 

It seems a strange thing that Almighty 
God should have an enemy ; but we are told 
that it is so in His Word, and therefore we 
must believe it. 

This enemy is he who sowed tares in the 
good field; who enteredParadise and tempted 
Eve ; who persecuted Job ; who entered into 
Judas Iscariot, and led him on to his awful 
crime ; who tempted our Lord in the wil- 
derness ; who triiunphed for one hour in His 
death ; and who was conquered by His re- 
surrection. 

Our Lord fought with him in person 
and conquered ; but he still Hves, is still 
permitted to try and to prove those who 
love God, and to win those who love Him 
not to destruction. To be on our Lord's 
side, then, is to make His enemy our enemy. 
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The two armies are in the world. We 
cannot see them, but their signs we see 
every where about us. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Captain of our 
salvation, calls us to enter His army, and 
fight with Him, and the swords His soldiers 
must use are truth, and purity, and courage, 
and mercy, and love. Whatever in the 
world is pure and lovely and of good report 
belongs to Him. To follow good is to follow 
Him. To do good is to fight with Him. 

.The enemy, the evil one, the prince of 
darkness, calls his soldiers to very different 
things. He is the father of Ues, and was a 
murderer from the beginning *. Falsehood, 
and wrath, and envy, and hatred, are from 
him. To do any evil thing, to speak any 
evil word, is to follow him. He may tempt 
with flattering promises, but his work is 
evil, and he leads to death. 

These are the two sides, life and death, 
good and evil. Now by each one of us the 
choice must be made ; whose we will be, and 
whom we will serve. None are so young 

^ John viii. 44. 
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but that they are called to put their armour 
on and take their part. We cannot halt be- 
tween two opinions ; we cannot rest and look 
on if we would. In this world none are 
really idle. Those who are not striving to 
draw near to Christ and fight with Him, are 
heing led nearer and nearer to the enemy. 
It is impossible to serve two masters, impos- 
sible to fight under two captains* We must 
make our choice ; you, each one of you, must 
make it. 

There is, however, a higher and nobler 
thought than this, and to that thought I 
woidd call you now. I wish to call you to 
the joy, the honour, the glory of being on 
the Lord's side, — of giving all your power, 
be it little or be it much, to TTitti who gave 
His life for you. 

It was a glorious calling to be a soldier in 
Alexander's army. It was a great thing to 
help OaBsar, as he went conquering about the 
world. But your calling is higher than either 
of these. You are called to stand with all 
the good of all ages, and with them to fight 
for God and with God. When this world 
perishe&^ nothing of Caesar's victories will 
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remain ; but your fight is for time and for 
eternity. The laurel crown that Cfeesar wore 
was made of fading leayes^ but yours may 
bloom for ever. 

The thought of the fight, in which we are 
engaged, gives a very awful importance to 
our daily life. Every minute you are fight- 
ing for God or against God. You must not 
think of your faults and errors as only your 
own eneies, a. only putting in dan^r the 
safety of your own souls ; but you must re- 
member they are God's enemies, and you 
must no more allow falsehood, or pride, 
or anger, or idleness, or any other sin in 
your hearts, than a faithfdl soldier would 
allow a traitor in his general's camp. 

The whole creation is on the Lord's side. 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the beauty of the earth speaks of His goodness. 
The birds sing His praises, and the number- 
less creatures tell of His wisdom and ])ower. 
Only man. His best work, His favoured 
child, leaves His Creator's side, and goes 
to swell the ranks of His enemy. 

Let the thought of this stir you up. Be 
very jealous for the honour of God ; seek 
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each one of you from jour earliest years to 
place yoiirself on the Lord's side. Do not 
be ashamed to confess Christ crucified ; but 
having been signed with the sign of the 
cross^ go forth as brave soldiers, to fight 
under His banner, against the world, and 
the flesh, and the devil. 

None are so low, none so poor, none so 
weak, none so neglected, but that they may 
be on God's side. If they fight against one 
sin in themselves, they fight for Him. If 
they resist one temptation for His sake, they 
fight for Him. If they show one act of love, 
or mercy, or truth, they let a light shine 
before men, and He their Master is glori- 
fied. 

And now there is only one warning I 
would give. God is not served by pride in 
your own goodness, nor by hard judgments 
of others, nor by anger and strife. The 
King, in whose army you are enlisted, is 
the Prince of Peace, and you are no faithful 
soldier of His, if you break His army's rule 
and law, — ^the law of love, and patience, and 
humility. 

If you wish to know how to fight against 
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evil, fix your eyes on your only perfect pat- 
tern, our Lord Jesus Clirist. Fonder upon 
those years when silently, humbly, and re- 
verently. He was subject to His earthly 
parents, yet all the while doing His Father's 
business. Try to picture to yourselves His 
holy childhood and heavenly youth, and go 
and do likewise. 



SERMON VII. 



THE RESURRECTION. 



John t. 28, 29. 



'*The hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth." 

We all say in the Creed that we believe in 
"the Resurrection of the Dead." Do we 
fully understand what we say when we 
repeat those words ? Do we ever picture to 
ourselves that wonderful and awful hour, 
when we, we ourselves, in our own bodies, 
shall stand with all the long departed gene- 
rations of the world in the immediate pre- 
sence of God ? 

We are now passing on to death. All 
men die, they Ue in the grave, and the dust 

F 
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of whicli their bodies is ma4le^ mixes with 
the dust of the earth. Men die, and there 
seems to be an end: the dead pass out of 
sight ; yet as surely as they die, they will 
live again ; the bodies, dissolved and mixed 
with the dust, will arise and stand before 
the Judgment-seat of Christ. This is a won- 
derftd thing. Do we ever consider how 
wonderful P 

We are accustomed to see some kind of 
resurrections. We see the silk- worm become 
a chrysalis, and the chrysalis rise from its 
dull dead state a living creature with wings. 
But this creature in some way changes ; it 
does not die and moulder in the grave. Our 
resurrection is more wonderful than this. 

Again, we see a resurrection every year. 
In the autumn all nature decays and dies ; 
in the spring we see it awake as from a 
sleep, and clothe itself in a new and fresh 
beauty: but here also is a difference; the 
old year's decay makes the new year finiitftd, 
and able to bring forth buds and leaves ; but 
the buds and leaves are new ones, not those 
same buds and leaves we saw before. Our 
resurrection is greater than this. Hear the 
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words of the patriarcli Job ; " Though after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God : whom I shall see for 
myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another*." And not another. Job himself, 
who has been dead these many thousand 
years, in his own flesh will arise and see 
God. 

And not Job only. " All that are in the 
graves,*' our Lord declares, "shall come 
forth ;" and how many are they 1 It makes 
one's mind ache to count them up. All that 
whole world destroyed in the flood, — all 
those IsraeKtes that died in the wilderness, 
— ^all the inhabitants of Canaan whom the 
IsraeKtes slew,— all the armies of Cyrus and 
Xerxes and Alexander the Great, — all those 
multitudes who made up the Soman Empire, 
— ^all those thousands who died in the Cru- 
sades, — all these ; and yet this is nothing ; 
these are but as one or two from the count- 
less numbers of the dead. " All shall come 
forth," from the east and from the west, 
from the earth and the sea, and, clothed in 
their own bodies, shall stand before God. 

1 Job six. 26, 27. 

r2 
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To a prophet of old a vision was once 
shown of a resurrection like this. The pro- 
phet Ezekiel teUs us in his writings * that 
he was carried by the Spirit, and set down 
in a valley ftdl of bones ; and " Lo," he says, 
" they were very dry," as dead bones must 
be. And a voice came to him, and said, 
" Son of man, can these bones live ?" And 
his answer was, " Lord God, thou know- 
est." To him, no doubt, it seemed impos- 
sible, but he would not say any thing was 
impossible to God. 

And then he was shown, and he describes 
the changes that took place in these dry 
bones. First, there was a noise and a 
shaking ; the scattered bones came together, 
each bone to its place, limb to limb; and 
then sinews and flesh came upon them, and 
skin covered them ; and then, at last, there 
came a breath from the four winds, and blew 
upon those dead bodies, and they arose and 
stood up upon their feet, " an exceeding great 
army." 

So will it be in the last general resurrec- 

' Chap, zxxvii. 1, &c. 



THE RESURRECnOK. 65 

tion of all men. The bodies, that haye long 
since mouldered away, will hear the voice of 
God ; and the Spirit of God will enter into 
them, and they will come forth and stand 
before Him. 

And we shall be there, with prophets and 
kings, and saints and martyrs ; ourselves, — no 
change in that respect ; ourselves, — and yet 
in many ways how changed 1 

All the cares and fears and hopes of this 
life will be over. All those heavenly things, 
which we know only at this time by faith, 
will be present to our bodily eyes. And 
death, that great and awful change for which 
we wait, and on which we ponder all our 
Uves, will be over, — ^no longer before us. We 
shall have felt it, passed through it, and 
come forth again. These are strange 
thoughts; we can hardly master them, and 
yet it is good to try to do so. 

And that new world into which we with 
our bodies shall come, what will it be ? I 
will speak only of those who are saved, of 
the world of joy. Of the other we will not 
dare to think. Of that happy world we do 
not know much, yet a little wc do know. 

f3 
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St. Peter says, " It will be a new heaven, 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness'." St. John says, "There will be no 
night there *," and " The city had no need 
of the sun, neither of the moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of God did lighten it*.'* 
Again, he says, "There will be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain*." The pa- 
triarch Job says, "There the wicked cease 
from troubling, and the weary are at rest ' ;" 
and the prophet Isaiah, describing the right- 
eousness, and love, and peace of that new 
kingdom, says, " The wolf shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall He down with 
the kid; and the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them '." 

Three men while yet in their bodies, men 
of like passions with ourselves, were per- 
mitted to see something of the glory of this 
world unseen, and we have their witness 
that it is " very good." St. John saw it in 

3 1 Pet. ui. 13. * ReY. zxii. 5. 

» lb. xxi. 23. • lb. xxi. 4. 

y Job iu. 17. • Isa: xi. 6. 
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a vision, the " new Jerusalem," as it is 
called ; and at the close of the vision, when 
our Lord said, " Behold, I come quickly,'^ he 
replied, " Even so, come. Lord Jesus," as if 
his soul longed for the day. 

St. Peter saw it when he stood on Mount 
Tabor, and our Lord was transfigured before 
him ; and his words were, " It is good for us 
to b6 here." And St. Paul, who was caught 
up into Paradise and heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not possible for man to 
utter, says, when debating whether it was 
best for him to live or die, " Having a desire 
to depart and to be with Christ, which is far 
better." 

Now seeing such a world, so happy and so 
glorious, awaits us, what manner of persons 
ought we to be, in all holy conversation and 
godliness P How ought we to reverence our 
bodies, for which such joy is prepared ! How 
ought we to take heed, that those eyes which 
are to see God, and those ears which are to 
hear Him, and those tongues which are to 
praise Him, should be kept pure and sacred ; 
and begin while yet on earth to be His ser- 
vants, to hearken to Him, and to praise Him ! 
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How should we pray for the help of God's 
Spirit, to cleanse and purify us, and make us 
fit company for the inhabitants of that blessed 
place, — ^for " God the Judge of all, and Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant, and an 
innumerable company of angels, and the 
spirits of just men made perfect ' ! ^' 

Into that land, St. John tells us, '' nothing 
that defileth shall enter/' Nothing that de- 
fileth. You know how stains and spots defile 
what has been washed and made clean ; such 
spots and stains sin makes on our baptized 
souls. Let us take heed and guard them 
well ; and whenever we fail (for we are so 
weak and frail that fail at times perhaps we 
must), let us make haste to Him, whose blood 
can alone wash out our sin. 

I will only say one thing more, and that 
is to speak of the comfort which the belief 
in the resurrection of the body brings to 
all those who sorrow for the faith&l dead. 
Those whom we love on earth we may love 
for ever. If we are parted from them by 
death, we are parted only for a time. We 

^ Heb. zii. 23. 
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not only may, but we should keep them in 
our minds; for surely we shall see them 
again. On the morning of the resurrection 
they will be there in their own bodies, and 
our eyes will behold them. 

They will be the same, and we shall be 
the same ; only that oyer us and them a 
great change will have passed. The body 
will be there, but glorified. " It is sown in 
corruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it is 
sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory ; it 
is sown in weakness, it is raised in power "." 

i» 1 Cor. XV. 42, 43. 



SERMON VIII. 



THE ANGELS* SONG, THE ANGELS' LIFE. 



Luke ii. 14. 



*' Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 

will toward men." 

There are times when we aU, I suppose, 
feel a wish, and it is a very natural wish, 
to know something of the life of the angels. 
We think, if we knew what they did, what 
were their desires, what were the employ- 
ments in which they delighted, we should 
much more easily picture to ourselves that 
heaven which is set before us all. 

Now, I think, that if we look with atten- 
tion into the words of the text, and into the 
event which caused these words to be spoken. 
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we shall find OUT wish in a great degree 
answered. For a short time the heaven was 
opened, the yeil that hides it taken away, 
and human beings like ourselves, not only 
saw the blessed inhabitants of that unseen 
land, but heard their voices speak ; and the 
words that Mi from their lips contain, if we 
examine them, much of the history of their 
lives. 

The event of which we speak was the 
birth of our Lord into this world. An 
angel came to some shepherds who were 
keeping watch over their flocks by night, 
and told them that he brought them glad 
tidings of great joy. These glad tidings, 
this good news, was that a Saviour was bom 
to man— a Saviour from all his sin, and all 
his misery. And while the single angel, 
who seemed to have hastened on with his 
message, was yet speaking, suddenly a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host appeared, prais* 
ing God, and saying, " Glory to God in. the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men." 

It was as if the joy those blessed spirits 
felt could not be restrained; it brought 
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them near to earth. For a short time 
Heaven opens, and shepherds, sons of men, 
hear the words of the angels' song, know 
what causes their gladness, and, looking up, 
behold the bodily forms of those who stand 
continually around the throne of God. 

The shepherds satr. We cannot indeed 
see. The heavens do not open for us. But 
what the shepherds saw and heard, has been 
written for our learning, and if we ponder 
these things in our hearts, they will teacli 
us much of what an angel's life must be. 

The song that burst from the angels' lips 
spoke of two things, glory to God, and 
good to men. You know, perhaps, that it 
is said in the Bible, " Out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh * ;" or if 
you do not know these words, I think you 
must know how true their meaning is, — ^how 
all men speak of that thing of which their 
minds are full. You must know in your- 
selves, youtu. >i remark in your companions, 
that if theroi 'T ?^^'^ thing that interests very 
deeply, any thing on which your heart is 

1 Matt. xii. 34. 
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set, it is always rising to your Kps, making 
you anxious to speak to any who can listen 
to you. It is so, more or less, with all 
people, and we may easily imagine that it is 
so with the angels. Of what, then, are the 
angels' hearts fullP What brought them 
down that night to earth? what so glad- 
dened their minds that it flowed forth from 
their lq)s in songs? — "GHory to God, and 

'good to men" — these two things. Their 
song told what their life is. 

Glory to God — ^that is their first desire. 
They behold Him. They serve Him night 
aad day. They know His wisdom, and His 
goodness, and His power, and they love 
Him with a love greater than we perhaps 
can dream of. It is not for them to be able 
to add to His glory, for angels, like man, 
are but the creatures of His hand; but 
their diBsire is to make His glory known, 
that new worlds should worship Him, that 
wandering sinners should be .1 ^-ht to His 

> feet. This was the great ;; "^ %eir errand 

then, " Glory to God ;" for many souls would 

^ be won by the glad tidings of that night, to 

o 
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bow before His tlirone, and praise Him for 
ever and ever. 

Glory to God was the first part of their 
song, and the first desire of their Kves. 
Peace and good will to man was the second. 
We do not know that angels who have no 
sin, can receive any benefit from our Lord's 
earthly life and death. But angels are 
spirits of love, and it is their love that bursts 
out here. We are told that it increases their 
joy when one sinner repents; how much 
more then must they have rejoiced, when 
they spoke of the birth of Him who would 
win many sinners to repentance I The joy 
was so great, that it could not be silent. It 
burst forth, and earth heard it. 

Gloiy to God, then, and good will to men, 
adoration and love, this seems to be the angels' 
life; and the more we ponder upon these 
two words, and consider what they mean 
(and what good thing do they not mean ?), 
the more we shall understand what an angel's 
life must be. 

Now it is not to satisfy our curiosity that 
God is pleased here and there to reveal to us 
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something of the unseen world ; nor is it out 
of curiosity that we should try to gather up 
the fragments of the knowledge He gives. 
The angels are set before us as our patterns ; 
" Thy will be done in earth ajs it is in hea- 
ven," is taught us as our daily prayer. We 
pray to be like angels, who do God's will 
without ceasing. It is not, therefore, a 
matter of curiosity, but it is very needful for 
us, to try to know in what an angel's life 
consists. 

The song of the angels should be ours 
also; and much more than a song on the 
Hps, it should be a song bringing forth fruit 
in our lives. The two things that fill their 
minds, should fill ours also. Our Lord says, 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy mihd, and with 
all thy strength, and thy neighbour as thy- 
self." This command is the angels' song put 
into other words. Our duty, therefore, is 
theirs also, and theirs is ours. 

Your first duty, like the angels', is to give 
glory to God. Learn this from your earUest 
years. Begin from this day to practise it. 
The best way you can give Him glory is by 
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keeping His commandiaents. Pray to Him 

as He has commanded, in His house, and in 

your own home. Praise Him and thank 

Him for all He has given you, feeling and 

owning that all you have is from Him. 

Keep your tongue from evil, your hands 

from evil, your et/es from seeing evil, your 

ears from hearing evil. God hates sin. 

Show that you love and honour Him by 

hating it also. Remember that all your 

members are His servants, and let these same 

members show forth His praise. Let your 

eyes look up to Him, your ears hearken to 

the voice of His Word, your tongue by its 

good words glorify Him, your hands labomr 

truly as unto Him, your heart ponder upon 

Him. So shall you live on earth as angels 

live, and from your life there will go up a 

daily song of praise, " Glory to God in the 

highest." 

Your second duty is to carry, like the 
angels, a message of peace and good will to 
men. "Blessed are the peacemakers," our 
Lord said, " for they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God." Peace was the word the 
angels brought when our Lord was bom. 
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Peace was the word He gave to His Apostles 
to cany tlirougli the world*. Peace was 
His word when He came to them after His 
resurrection*. All love and goodness and 
holiness is contained in it. It is a great 
thing to be a peacemaker ; yet each and all, 
however yoimg, may be so in their degree. 
To be tender and dutiM to your parents, 
loving and unselfish to your brothers and 
sisters, kind and gentle to all who come near 
to you; this is to be a peacemaker. This 
is to bring a great joy to your home. Blessed 
are they, young or old, rich or poor, who, 
putting away pride, and anger, and envy, 
and selfishness, and strife, carry a message 
of peace and good will wherever they go. 
They are truly the children of God. 

And yet more than this: to try to do 
good to others, to rejoice in others' joy, to 
go on errands of mercy and love ; to teach 
the ignorant, who do not yet know God, to 
know Him ; to help the poor and suffering, 
and make them also to love and thank Him ; 
this is to be a peacemaker ; this is to be like 

< Luke z. 5. 3 John zx. 19. 21. 26. 

H 
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the angels, who come down in their love, 
bringing tidings of great joy to man. 

Some can do more — some can do less. 
But all can follow the example of the blessed 
spirits of heaven in their degree. When 
next you say, " Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven," think of these things. 
Think of the imgels' holy and happy life, 
and begin to live like them. All the day 
long let their song be in your heart; let 
it be as music guiding your steps along. 
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will to man." 



THE END. 
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